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HOW ANCIENT MAN
OBTAINEDHIS FIRE

Smithsonian Exhibit at San
Francisco Fair Shows VariousStages.

AFTER LEARNING VALUE,
RUBBED STICKS TOGETHER

Original Blazes Probably Resulted
jrTom JLigJitmng or Eruption

of Volcanoes.

Today the world in which we live is
ft veritable paradise, to which each
£ay's advance brings a new developmentfor our betterment, education and
comfort. It might seem we were becomtoocivilized as compared to our
rugaed and uncultured forbears, who
lived and prospered without the luxurieswe have come to need. One of
man's earliest and most important discoverieswas fire, the story of the finding,the gaining of knowledge, and the
preservation of which is uniquely
shown by a cllection of objects and
implements assembled and arranged
by the National Museum and now on

display in the Smithsonian exhibit at
the Panama-Pacific international ex-

position 'n San Francisco.
To appreciate the true value of fire

to the world it is necessary to imagine
an existence without fire and light and
heat, its accompanying features, as

well as the industries, arts and sciences
dependent thereon.

£ac& to Stone Age.
We would at once drop back to the

stone age in our daily occupations and
social life; our houses would be unlit
at night, our food uncooked, our communicationwith the rest of the world
would be broken, and only by foot or

on the back of domesticated animals
could we journey abroad. Not only
this, but we would be unable to renew
our existing stock of tools, apparatus,
supplies and everything made or fashionedby the assistance of heat, and
thus we would be carried back to the
?arly days of the world by the loss of
fire alone.
No one really knows just how primitiveman came to discover fire and

utilize it; but at some far-distant periodhe certainly discovered that fire
existed in natu.e, derived from the volcano,lightning or friction, though he
seems to have made no use of it for a

long time. He may have come to know
that it could he transported or transferredthrough having seen red-hot volcanicrock ignite dry grass, leaves or

wood, or possibly by having seen the
lightning strike and set fire to a tree.
ne may even nave secureu a u^m, as

it were, from one of these sources and
carefully preserved it for years by
keeping something constantly burning.
It became invaluable to him, since it
cooked his food and kept hWtt warm, as

well as gave him light at night.
But it was at least a long time beforehe realized that he could himself

create or make fire by rubbing two dry
sticks together. Once discovered, this
process alone was used for centuries
before it was found that by knocking
flint and pyrites together sparks capableof igniting tinder might be struck.
Somewhat later, in the iron age, flint
and steel were substituted, a common

method employed in fire making until
late in the seventeenth century. A littlelater there came chemical inventions.which eventually gave way to

matches.

Beginning of Illumination.
The use of fire also marks the beginningof artificial illumination, developedsuccessively through bonfire,

torch, lamps and candles, to the gas
and electric lights of today. To fire

as well the beginnings of metallurgy,
ceramics and other arts, which have

attained a high degree of perfection in

this country, owe their origin.
The specimens exhibited by the UnitedStates National Museum show the

implements used in making fire by the
riPrr iission of miner-

als, compression of air, focusing the

sun's rays and through chemistry, and
terminate with the electric lighter. The

series itself is preceded by three drawings;tke first illustrating volcanic action.the hot lava setting fire to a forest;the second shows a forest fire ignted by the lightning, while the third
illustrates the primitive cumpfire and
the method of conveying ffre from one

camp to another, the first two being
presumptive natural sources from
which man may have obtained fire beforehe knew a manner for kindling it
himself.
The progressive sU-ps of man's acquaintancewith fire are three; the

knowledge of fire, the means of utilizingit and the m^ans of preserving it.
The last step, which is one of the most
important in the history of man's development,is fully illustrated by the
series of different apparatus and materials.Many improvements have followedthe first steps in man's progress
and each method has been subject tc
various modifications by different peoples.What was probably the first
method, that of rubbing two stick* togetherwith the hands, was improved
by reciprocating motion effects; the
twirling of one stick held vertically betweenthe palms and resting on a secondlying horizontally on the ground
then by the addition of a bow am

socket, followed by the weighted stiefc
as in the pump drill, and finally tin
machine w ith cog wheels and ' rank a:

employed in Sudan.

Used Two-Stick Method.
The Indians of the two Americas

Y'los, Somalia. Kaffirs, Veddahs ant

Australians were generally exponent;
of the simple two-stick method. Tin
four-piece apparatus was used by tin

Hindooes, Dyake and sonn

Athapascan tribes, an dthe weighte<
ii,u w,;s employed by the Iroquois am
ti Chukchis.
The second method is that of sawing

«I the apparatus comprised a thii
strip of bamboo which was drawr
wgewise across a section of the sam<
»<d ii which a corresponding: groov<
d been cut across the grain, th<
'ks created falling through th<

^ ove upon some inflammable sub
lying beneath the large section

Tiiis was also accomplished by draw in;
l thong of rattan across a stick in whicj
longitudinal slot had been cut part
- v through, the sparks igniting soni<

Under placed in the slot. These meth
ods w ere used by the Malays and Bur
inese, as well as some other race£.Fire was also made by plowing.tha

.. a thin piece of wood was forcer
along a narrow slot cut lengthwise ii
*t larger piece until the friction igniter
the tinder. This system was evolved b;
the Polynesians, the Australians ant
the Papuans.
Another and more advanced system o

striking fire was by percussion, flrs
employed through the use of flint ant
iron pyrites, or stone containing iron
by the Eskimo and northern Indians
and later superseded by Hint and steel

a custom which became quite genera
and remained popular for many year!

More Recent Devices Shown.
The collections of the museum, whic

include several examples of differen
forms of apparatus under the abov
subdivisions, are supplemented by ex

amples of more recent devices. One i
a tinder pistol, an English adaptatio
of the flint and steel in a gunlocP
which threw sparks on some tindei
What was known as a fire piston wa
made by the Siamese and Malays. Thi
comprised a cylinder of wood with
closely fitting wooden piston, a smar
thrust of which kindled tinder withii
the cylinder. A lens for focusing th
sunlight on tinder is shown as an ex
ample of a method first employed b;
the early Greeks for kindling a fire.
Other apparatus includes what wa

known in Germany in 1824 as a hydro
gen lamp, the hydrogen, being derive*
from the action of acid on zinc, wa
made to play on spongy platinum, thu
causing it to glow; a match light bo;
of about 1S09, from Vienna, consistinj
of a bottle of sulphuric acid into whicl
splints tipped with chlorate of potasl
and sugar were dipped, and matches o
sulphur and phosphorus, as well a
rt.il cicvun, 6"° iigntd. x no Ittuci ca

hibits bring the series up-to-date an.
cover in a general way the develop
ment of fire-making from the earlies
days to modern times.

tePONAl
WGUARD
THE National Guard of th

District of Columbia is to b
represented at the annua

convention of the Nationa
Guard Association cf th

United States, to be held in San Fran

cisco this week, by Brig. Gen. Willian
E. Harvey, commanding the Distric
of Columbia Militia. Gen. Harvey re

turned from Colorado last Monday
where he had been on a vacation, bu
Wednesday evening he retraced hij
route, going back across the continen
to San Francisco.
Efforts are being- made to urge th

proposed coast artillery company o

college students to recruit their rank
to sixty-rive members before Novembe
15. After that date the War Depart
ment will not honor any requisition,
for clothing and property with whic
to equip the command. If the com

pany fails to muster the requisite num
ber of men before that date they wil
have to wait until after the beginning
of the new year. TJje last muster o

the proposed company, it is said, show
ed only forty members.

Section chiefs of the Signal Corp
Company, N. G. D. C., went through ai
examination under the direction o

Capt. O. C. Terry Tuesday night. Thi
questions were in the new signal book
and it is stated that the men made goo<
marks.

Sergts. Hammond, Pettit, Gillott an<
Master Signal Electrician Lansfon
have been designated as the hous*
committee of the Wig Wag Club.

Battery B. 1st Field Artillery, N. G
D. O., is showing signs of steady im
provement and the men are said to b<
putting plenty of spirit into the dril
and giving good prom se of making th
new battery a succcess. The entire dri!
period was taken up by drills in the foo
movements.
Following the drill a meeting wa

held by the enlisted men for the pur
pose of formulating further plans fo
the organization of the new "B Batter;
Club." Both officers and men are de
ermined to make it the best of it
kind in the local guard The dues ar
25 cents per month, which money is t
be used for the purpose of fitting up
first-class clubroom and for an extr,
mess fund in camp.
The battery will drill PYidav nights.

.i ,<i/aL©

EFFORTS now are being mad
by Commander Joseph i

Dempf, commanding the Navz
Battlion of the National Guar
of the District of Columbia, \

recruit the organization up to its fu

strength of 400 men. He is trying t

make the naval militia service attra<

tive to the young men of.the city, gi\
ing them every opportunity to trai
themselves for the naval S ;rvice i

time of war.

The cruises during the winter month
are to b£ made attractive to the me:

The r. S. S. Sylvia* training ship as

signed to the local organization, is :

present out of commission, but it wz

asserted during the week by Commanc
er Dempf that she will be ready ft
service by November 21. A new steai

chest for the engine now is on ii

way, and is due to arrive here Noven

ber 13. A force of men of the bai
talion's engineer division, together wit

the regular men aboard the ship, wi
'start the work of installing the piet
of machinery which will put. tl

{ Sylvia in first-class condition for wit
; ter rniiMiig.

The vessel, on her Sunday cruise
usually leaves about 10 o'clock in tl
morning, and proceeds down the riv<
to a point. below Indian Head, whei
boat drills are held. She puts aboi
in time to arrive at her dock aboi
4 o'clock. During the voyage the nu

1 are taught to signal, to handle tl
iS helrn, the naval language, gunnery ai

other things useful to the man w!
would respond to the country's call
time of war.
In connection with his recruit in

j campaign, Commander Dempf is pr<
j paring a progressive schedule of ii

struction for the men. During tl
first year, the men will have to leai

j infantry and artillery movements, tl
semaphore signal code, the knots us<

B in the navy and their particular us

t the handling of small boats under oar

p, and how to box a compass.
a The men are being encouraged to ui

the steam launches and other sma
boats on Sundays and on drill night

^ Commander Dempf said he would alio
^ the boats to be taken out for practh

purposes provided they went in charg
e of competent petty otJicers. He asser

ed that this was one of the best met!
ods of giving the men confidence
themselves by permitting them to hai

» cbe the boats along. On drill nigh
I the entire fiotilla is usually sent Of

i under officers.
j However, owing to the inclemei
Y weather last Thursday night, it wi
1 decided not to send the boats out

the harbor. The instruction was coi
f fined to work in the armory, wher
t under Commander Dempf and his d
j vision officers, they were taught tl
, methods of tying knots This instru*

i, tion consumed the entire drill period.
L, Flashing signal lights have been lj

^ I
a .HP
* Permission l\£.s been given the local

e scout organization by national head.quarters to hold a parade November 20
y as a preliminary to the campaign to

raise $30,000 with which to finance the
s movement in this city for a period of

^ three years. It will be the first time

s the Boy Scouts of Washington have
s ever paraded in a body. The fife and
s drum corps will lead the parade, which

j» is to start from the Peace Monument
h and go west on Pennsylvania avenue to
f 15th street, north to F street, east to
s 7th street, south to Pennsylvania ave"

nue and then return to the startingpoint.The parade is to start at 2

I o'clock in the afternoon.

Boy Scouts Are Thanked.
Word has been received from Slocum

Post, No. 1U, jjeparimeni ot nuvue Poland,G. A. R.f that resolutions expressingthanks for the services rendered by
Boy Scouts at the time of the G. A. R.
encampment in this city have been
adopted by that organization.
Large Enrollment Expected.
A large number of boys have signified

their intention of joining a new troop
which is to be formed at Clarendon,
Va., tomorrow night. A troop commitItee has been organized and scoutmaster
and assistant scoutmaster appointed.

e Headquarters Wants Addresses.
e

j Notice has been sent to all members

j of the fife and drum corps to send in

e
their names and addresses to head_quarters in order that the records of

n
that office may be brought up to date.

Headquarters reports that reports
1 from almost every troop in the city in-dicates gratifying increases in mem,bership.
1 News From the Troops.
s

t Communications have been received
from troop scribes as follows:

£ Troop 28.
s "The troop, with the scoutmaster,
r hiked to Barcroft and from there to

Green Spring valley, Va., cutting down

ij to Alexandria pike. One of the inter-esting features was fire building. Plans
h^ine- arraneed for a ten-day hike |

* up and through the copper mines of

f Forestburg. Va. The troop hopes to be
able to make arrangements to procure
shelter tents for the entire troop."

g Troop 32.
I "This troop has succeeded in having

^ electric lights Installed at its meeting
place. 4834 16th street northwest. The

3 scouts are working with energy and

repairs are being made as fast as possible.The troop has adopted a new

^ plan of selecting patrol leaders and as3sistants by holding a competitive exeamination for all boys of the troops
having certain qualifications and rank.
An advisory board of the troop has
been appointed whose duty Is to sug"gest new ideas and advise the troop

8
i rz===z=z=====zzzr=ii=z====z==zz=z=:
e
II stalled in each end of the drill hall,
t and the quartermaster's and signal

I boys operated these dur ng the evening,
s sending fleet messages to each other.

Chief Quartermaster Slater was in
r charge of this work.

y * # # *
Under the command of Ensign Wilisbert E. Locklin, the two steam

e launches of the Naval Battalion will
° make a short cruise today, probably
a the last for the season. Owing to the
a danger of freezing up the pipes on

these vessels, it is necessary to send
them to the Washington navy yard,
where they are hauled out for the
winter.
The vessels will go down the river

| for a signal drill. Thsjy are scheduled
10 leave ai n o cwcr. i

* * * *

The D. C. M.. the fast motor boat of
the naval mil tia, was sold during the
week. She had a mahogany hull and
a powerful engine and was used much
for practice work by the naval militiamen.

I A * Jr. *
A number of men were court-mar-

tialed Thursday night for absence
from drill without leave. Commander
Dempf asserted that he intended to
have the men attend drills regularly
and would court-martial any man who

ie was lax in his attendance.
^

* * * #

. After a wait of several months the
men will receive the so-called "Dis-

d trict pay" Thursday night at 8 o'clock,
o The amount is fixed according to the
II proportionate number of drills which
()! each sailor attended during the year
^ ended at the time of the annual cruise

in July.
r~ As soon as the men are paid they
n will go to the various classes of innstruction.

* it * #
Capt. W. B. Hudson lectured to the

18 members of the Field Hospital Ccksin.pany, N. G. D. C., Thursday night. He
3_ explained the best way to carry loaded
.j litters, and gave details as to the best
methods of handling patients with frac18lures of the limbs in taking them from

1- the field to the hospital. Following the
>r lecture, the men were required to demIonstrate their ability to handle the
m litter.
ts T. A. Crawford is showing the mem-!
i- hers of the command that he is capable

of handliner the Dronertv of the com-

pany as a quartermaster sergeant, to
n which he was recently promoted.
11 private K. E. Byrne is reported to be
e on sick leave.
le Practical demonstration of the art of
i- cooking and the preparation of diets is

given every Thursday night by W. <\
s, Soules, acting company cook. After the
le lesson the food is served out to the
ir scholars.
re Capt. C. H. Bowker reported that the
it benefit performance recently given at
it a local theater would net about $100 to
in the field hospital company's coffers.

ANNAPOLIS.
in

,g Special Correspondence of The Star,
e- ANNAPOLIS, November 6.-.Mrs. Lawl"renee Bailliere held the first of her

Wednesday receptions in November
this week at the "Peggy Stewart

-<1 House," Hanover street. She was ase>sisted in receiving by Mrs. Iden, wife
s* of Surgeon John H. Iden, U. S. N.; Mrs.
Ke Laws, wife of Commander George W.
11 Laws, U. S. N., and the Misses Mary and
« Eliza Magruder.

Mrs. Griffin, wife of Commedore
^ Thomas D. Griffin, LT. S. N., will ret-ceive on Wednesdays in November, and
^- Mrs. Arthur Newton Brown, 44 State
in circle, will observe Thursdays as her
Jg "at home day" throughout the season.

Mrs. Raymond Stone, wife of CommanderStone, U. S. N. (retired), receivedon Tuesday at her home at Mur18ray Hill. She was assisted by her sister,Miss Suydam.
The usual Wednesday afternoon ree.ception was held at the superintendi-ent's quarters this week. Mrs. Eberle,

»e wife of the- superintendent, was assistc-ed by the following ladies: Mrs. Hines,
wife of Commander John Fore Hlneo,

»- i U. fl. N.; Mrs. Osterhause, wife of Lieut.
Y

iR?s !
tei

in matters of interest along scout lines. as
The members constituting the present ou
board are James Grant, chairman; StanleyHart, Dean Davis and Hugh Johnston.A merit and demerit system is now to.
being held by the troop. The scouts who gr:
attain the highest and second highest jnumber of merits are to receive a prize
.an article of scout equipment.the ar:

day that we meet before Christmas, so "F
ft really will be an extra Christmas sw
present for the scout that wins. Vis- r
itors will alwayB be welcome at our
meetings." ro1

Troop 47. e^;
"Eighteen members and one visitor aj,

were present Friday night at the meet- jn?
ing of the troop. Scout Philip Williamshas been named as senior patrol
leader for the winter, with Scouts {ja
Stickel, Wilson, Henderson and Speiss na
eta |»auui icauc10. x c ja ^lanncn iu uu » i,

each patrol specialize in one branch
of the scout work at a time, and as lst

they become proficient in that line to bo
take up another. The first four as-
signments are: Patrol No. 1, first aid; ag.
Patrol No. 2, signaling; Patrol No. 3,
engineering, and Patrol No. 4, wood- a

craft. re'
"Rehearsals for the play, 'Wanted, a

Companion,' which is to be presented
by the troop in the near future, will
soon be under way. The exact date of
presentation will be announced later.
"Stickel has been elected captain of

the foot ball team, with Wilson, manager.It is expected Troop 46 and Troop
47 will arrange for a joint hike next
Saturday and play a game at some suitableplace on the trip."

GIRL SCOUTS.
Motion pictures showing scenes at the

Girl Scouts' rally held in Rock Creek
Park last summer attracted many Girl
Scouts to Loew's Columbia during the
latter part of the week. Scenes at the

girls'(camp known as Sunflower Lodge
also were shown. The money realized
from these benefit pictures is to be
used for the local council of Girl
Scouts.

It is the plan of the local council to
make a campaign for good leaders. It
is not hard to find girls who want to
become members of the organization,
it is stated, but it is difficult to obtain
women who will make the right kind
of leaders. This city has the largest
number of registered scouts, and it is
the ambition of the local council and
all of the captains to interest at least'
twenty-five new members each month.
Alexandra Carlisle, a well known

English actress, visited at national
headquarters last Friday. Her interestin the Girl Scout movement is keen, &ii
and when she is spending the summer "

at her place in Bedford, Mass., she is jjcthf. raritain nf n la pcp frnnn <-if flivl
Scouts. Her sister-in-law, Mrs. Pfeif- p
fer, is the assistant captain during the 1
winter. a
The residence of Mrs. J. B. Kelly, at in;Woodridge, was the scene of a merry

Halloween party last Saturday night,
at which both Girl and Boy Scouts
were present. Practically ail of the tn
guests wore masquerade costumes.
Games, dancing and refreshments were
on the program for the evening. P?

Commander Hugo Osterhause, U. S.'N.;Miss North, a house guest at the superintendent's;Mis$ Elizabeth Steele. |Miss Letts of Washington, a house
guest of Mrs. .Thomas Kurtz, wife of
Lieut. Commander Kurtz, aid to the
superintendent.
Mrs. George R. Heiner, wife of SurgeonHeiner, U. S. N., has been appoint-ed in charge of the Annapolis Red JCross Seal Association this year.
Mrs. J. E. Craven, wife of Commodore

Craven, U. S. N. (retired), entertained
forty girls Friday evening at her home,
Murray Hill. Mrs. Craven has formed
classes in millinery and dressmaking to
benefit the work of. local charities.
The midshipmen's hop, Saturday

night, was spectacular in the way of r

decorations, which were corn stalks
and lighted pumpkins. Ice cream cones,
chestnuts, peanuts and apples were
served the dancers; Mrs. Gannon receivedwith Midshipman Hamilton of
the first class.
Mrs. Kurtz, wife of Lieut. Command-

er Thomas R. Kurtz, aid to the superin-
tendent, has as her house guest Miss
Letts of Washington, D. C.
Miss Martha Cluverius (granddaughterof the late Rear Admiral Sampson)

of No. 9 Porter Row, was hostess at a
iiauvn utu v.j uaiu. ua.v lUKJii. I lie

guests came in sheets and pillowcases,
and apple-bobbing, potato races, fortunetellii/g and other games preceded
the supper which was served at 9
o'clock.

#

Among those present were the Misses
Nulton, Moody, Raby, Garrison, Earle,
Gannon, Lincoln, Hines, the Misses Lejeuneof Washington, Miss Wurtsbaugh
of Washington, the Misses Cluverius
and Master Tyler Cluverius.
Mr. Thompson P. Elliott of Washingtonspent the week end with his brother.Mr. R. G. Elliott. ,
Mr. Clarence C. Dorse y, secretary to

Gov. Goldsborougli, was delegat,*: to the
Presbyterian Synod in Washington,
and was guest there of Mr. and Mrs.
McManus.
Pay Inspector and Mrs. Samuel Bryanhave sent cards fur the marriage of

their daughter, Margaret Remiss, to
Mr. W. C. Rogers of Phoenix, Ariz. The
ceremony will take place November US
at 4 p.m. in the Naval Academy Chapel,
the former chaplain, Dr. H. H. Clark,)
U. S. N., and Chaplain S. K. Evans officiating.A reception will follow at the.
residence of the bride's parents. Collegeavenue.
Lieut, and Mrs. James L. Kauffman

are entertaining Lieut. Earnest Spencer
*09, Naval Academy, at their home on

King George street.
Miss Callie Hoke Smith of Washingtonis staying with her sister, Mrs..

I> Clmlvcnn u if.. f I i.lllt

son, U. S. N., Murray Hill.
Miss Jane Miller is visiting her sis-

ter, Mrs. Wickhain, wife of Lieut.
Wickham, U. S. N., No. 3 Oklahoma
terrace. j
Among this season's debutantes will

be Miss Julia Douw, elder daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. J. de Peyster Douw, "Leuwarden,"Murray Hill.
Miss Chare, daughter of Capt. Chase,

U. S. N.. and Miss Mary Garland, both
of Washington, were week-end guests
of Mrs. J. E. Craven, wife of Coinnioidure Craven, Murray Hill. Both attendedthe midshipmen's hop.
Miss Esther Whiting of Washington

is visiting friends here.
Miss Mary Veeder, daughter of Capt.

Veeder, U. S. N., is visiting the family
of Admiral Williamson, Prince George
street.
Miss Neely Bowie is visiting rela- !||

tives here. h

Paymaster Conger, U .S. N., of Washingtonis visiting friends here.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Carroll of Bal-

timore are the guests of navy friends.
Medical Director J. G. Field and Sur-

geon W. S. Guest have returned from a

hunting trip, where they have been the |'
guests of Mr. W. W. Field at "El
Rancho," Orange county, Va.
Lieut. Roy M. Jones, 22d Infantry, U.

S. A., who has been visitihg his mother,
has joined his troop at Douglas, Ariz.
Mrs. W. D. Seed of Tuscaloosa, Ala.,

is visiting her son, Lieut. W. D. Seed, if
Jr., U. S. N., who is taking a post-grad- jf
uate course at the Naval Academy. Mr. IJ
W. D .Seed's father was lieutenant governorof Alabama.

A full-grown sheep averages 152 jj$
pounds in weight. _j L.

THE DAILY STORY, j
HER BIRTHDAY GIFTS.

(Copyright, 1915, by W. Werner.)

'he doorbell rang, and old Mrs. Min
looked up with fresh expectatior
she heard a light step in the hall

e listened attentively.
'No, I can't come in, though I'd lov<

I've just brought this for youi
andmother from mine."
V. moment later Daisy entered, hei
ms full of radiant pink azaleas
rom Mrs. Seaton, gran. Isn't ii
eet?"
)ld Mrs. Minter sierhed. "That's th<
iirth of that kind, isn't it?" she ask'
with a weary glance.
Yes." The girl set the pot on th<
eady crowded table. "You're hav?a regular feast of flowers on youi
rthday, gran. Just think! Sever
acinths, two ferns, three pots o:

ffodils, two of tulips, roses and car

tions without end, and four pin!
aleas! The house look:- like a florasshop. Isn't it nice that every
dy remembered you with flowers?"
Very nice." Old Mrs. Minter sighec
ain. "Dearie, I wish I could hav<
window open a trifle. Seems like I'c
lish a mouthful of fresh air. It be

: ' ' N

\ J
'

C > <*=r /*r*v> ~pvr^..

A MOMENT LATER DAISYENTERED?
ns to smell kinda sickisli in here."
'Why, gran! I thought it was de
iously fragrant!" cried Daisy id sur

ise. v.

iowever, she opened the window fo
half momei.i, then went away, leav
g her grandmother alone.
A'earlly old Mrs. Minter looked abou
r. The room was full of flowers
e whole house was full of them, fo

w
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that matter. On her seventy-ninth f
birthday she had received nothing
else.
^he had always liked flowers well

enough. At weddings and funerals
she considered them indispensable, but
on birthdays surely a very few should
suffice. It was not as if she were uniaccustomed to flowers. There always
was a vastful in the house somewhere,
Why was it that her friends had sent

I nothing else to her today? Was it
because they felt that flowers were the
only gifts possible to her? Was it be1cause they felt that the useful and the
entertaining were henceforth needless
and that there only remained to her
simple eye pleasures? It was as if
they said to her: "You are too old for
the vanities and the utilities of life.

; But your eyesight is still fairly good.
You can enjoy a bright pink rose or a

i gorgeous orange slashed tulip. The
more lively the color the greater will

r be your enjoyment. Therefore, we are
.{sending the gayest posies we can find!
tjand the strongest-scented ones, too."

Poor old Mrs. Minter! Every dash
of color, every wave of odor reminded

^ her that she was passing on. She had
always hated perfumes, she had alwaysavoided bright colors. Her life

k
had been a thing of delicate tints and

; faintly lasting fragrance. She was
modest and quiet to the core, and these

M naunting colors annoyea ner. sne

l closed her eyes. She would have liked
c to have stopped breathing. Her very

soul sickened. She almost wished she
had never lived to see this birthday.

i Seventy-nine! And all that was left
to her in the regard of her friends was
flowers! Such flowers!
Suddenly the room began to swim.

The flowers began to chase round and
1 round her in circles of blurred color.
i pink, yellow, scarlet. She made a

I sound and somebody came running. The
next thing she knew she was upstairs
lying- in her bed. Her son had carried
her there. He was standing beside her.
She smiled up at him.
"I'm all right, doctor." She had aljways called him doctor since he earnSed his medical diploma. "I'm not sick,"

she went on, joking. "I just took a
notion to lie abed. Haven't I got a

right to lie abed on my birthday?"
He laughed. "You certainly have,

dear. I guess you're all right now*.
You've had a little too much excitement,and "

"Flowers. Dick, don't you let 'em
bring one of those red. pink, yellow
thines into this room. They go to my
head."
He patted lier ham. "Just as you say,

dear," he promised
Old Mrs. Minter lay comfortably in

"her airy room, with its faintly gray
walls and solid, lustrous mahogany
furniture. Her birthday was drawing
to a close and she was not sorry. She
believed that she never wanted to see
another flower. How could people be so

lacking in perspicacity?
Two things she wanted and had foolishlyhoped to receive on her birthday.

Therein lay the disappointment; she
had not received them. It was childish,
perhaps, to want them; it must be, for
they were nothing old ladies are supposedto need. One word from her and
she would have them. Daisy and Mildred.even her stately daughter-in-law,
it'/tnM tm »«-\ tho nuuvoct Hi-no r-tm pn t

store to grant this foolish wish of hers.
But she did not want it granted so.
She did not want to ask for it; she
{wanted somebody to perceive it. And
nobody had. A tear started down her
cheek.
"I'm a foolish old woman/' she said,

"What do I want of a Japanese silk
kimono? I'm ashamed of myself for de-
siring such a thing. As for a box of

r chocolates; it would only make me ill.
Dear, dear, what notions old folks do
get. No, my friends know bette- what
is good for me than I do myself."
A Japanese silk kimono and a box of

chocolates! She who had a fullness of;
r riches was miserable for want of those
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two foolish things. It was almost as
bad as crying for the moon.
Mildred looked in at the door.

"Gran!" she whispered. "Oh. 1 thought
you were asleep. There's another presentcome.a box bv express.just a.

little box. But it looks interesting and S]
I thought maybe you'd like to open it tj
yourself. If you do I'll bring it up." tr"Does.does it look as if it contained
flowers?" faltered Mrs. Mlnter. w

Oh, no! It's different from a, flower si
box." la
"Bring it up," said Mrs. Minter. p;Mildred flew down and flew back

with the box. She brought the scissors
and then she went awav tactfully and
left Mrs. Minter to enjoy undoing her lei
own gift. ia
Mrs. Minter sat up in bed and studied c,

RL li.. ;=

'

f
1 V\ 1

"GRAN!" SHE WHISPERED. v
a

the outside of the box. "From Aries!
I don't know a soul in Aries except *

Lois Purdy. And she wouldn't send me n

anything. Why. we've scarcely spoken
in twenty years. No, Lois wouldn't
send me anything. I wonder who
has."
Old Mrs. Minter puzzled over the outsideof the parcel delightfully. And

then she opened it. Inside the wrapperswas a white box. She lifted the a

cover. Underneath was further mysteryin the shape of tissue paper. And
underneath that "Well, forevermore!''breathed old Mrs. Minter. F
For it was a kimono of softest crepe,

gray as mist, with white herons flying
ei 11 rtinnj .1 ui piuiv ruci i j uiussoms.Tucked into its folds was a C

long flat box of chocolates and inside n
the box of chocolates was a card. It
read:
"When two persons get to be seventy-ninethey ought to be better

friends than you and I have been for s
some time. So I'm sending you a j
peace offering. No woman ever gets ^
too old to love something pretty for }1
the outside of her body and something ^
sweet for the inside. My natural sweet
tooth vanished long ago, but my
dentist has done so well by me that I n
lean still crunch nougatines and enjoy ^t^hem. And I take it fQr granted that
it's the same with you. Your affec- f,
tionate enemy, LOIS PURDY." ^
Old Mrs. Minter laughed so hard that c

all the family ran up to see what was n
the matter.
And so her birthday ended more 0

pleasantly than it had begun.
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Atlantic City. ^ ,

fecial CorresjK>ndence of The Star.

ATLANTIC CITY, November *..
portsnien and sportswomen deserted
le Boardwalk this week to maka
ips to the bays and sounds after
ild duck and geese. The season for
tooting waterfowl opened Monday
ist and numerous yachtsmen took .

arties of friends to the. gunning
rounds in Barnegat and Great bays,
tlier sportsmen gathered on the sea
nds of the big ocean piers for shots
t flying ducks skimming along the
oast at morning and evening, while
undreds stood on the Boardwalk and
-atched the sport.
Bathing received its final quietus of
ae season, even for the hardiest, when
eastorms drove cold water toward
le coast and chilled the surf. Theolfers are still here in force to playver the links at Northfield and Seaiew.but most of the social affairs of
le hotel colony have been shifted toidoors. Regular winter dances have
een inaugurated at the Atlantic Cityacht Club and interesting concerts
re being given in the hotels.
Special "days" for every city withineach of Atlantic Citv urt> Hoimo- .a.-_

anged for next season. Special committeesof hotel men and officials will
reet the leading citizens of the variusmunicipalities who are to he the
uests of the resort, and railway offiialshave promised to make specialaw rates for travel.
Mrs. W. B. Wilson of Washington,rho is at the Dennis, is entertaining"Iiss Frances V. Schutt. Mr. and Mrs.

.. B. Lutz of Chevy Chase and W. B.Wilson of Washington were among thearly week arrivals at the Dennis.Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Travels of Washingtonare visiting the Strand. Mrs.V- F. Jones of Washington came tohe Strand with Mr. and Mrs. Thomas'oung, jr.. of Bound Brook. X. J.Miss Armstrong is at the Seasidenth Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Cain of Phildelphia. and Miss Stewart.
Mr. and Mrs. G. K. Hawkins ofWashington are patrons of the Traynore.
Mr. and Mrs. P. B. Dunbar are visitngMr. and Mrs. P. W. Mason at aeach front hotel. Dr. John It. Wellngand Mrs. Welling have joined theWashington colony at the shore.Miss Alice Jay of Washington is here.*ith the Misses Sharswood of Plmilaelphia.

Business and the Militia.
'rom the Manchester Mirror.
It is a difficult matter to develop efficient
lilitla and National Guard organizations,
me of the worst obstacles is the trouble
militiamen commonly experience in getingaway from their employment for miliarymaneuvers.
The present critical diplomatic situation

hould have a lesson for business men.
'hey usually realize theoretically that a
ody of militia is a necessity. But when
t comes to letting this or that employe
ave a week's vacation to attend camphey arc apt to balk.
Militiamen cannot get much militaryractice merely by drilling in halls and

ii tne streets or tneir own town. They
eed to get cut into the country, practice
lie routine of war, and get an idea of
;hat actual fighting would be like. A
ouple of weeks a year would be none too
luch.
When a man takes an oath to obey the

rdere of his superiors in case of war he
* making a patriotic contribution greater
han anything In mere money. The em

loyeris not going half way in patriotism
inless he is willing to contribute by giving
he recruit leave to attend camp.
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